t is no secret that the economy this holiday season is still fragile.
‘What we do and where we shop is important. Very Important.

Every single dollar matters!

Please make every effort to support the local businesses in our
community. These owners are your friends and neighbors. They sit
next to you at church or at the stadium. They sponsor sports teams
and contribute to local causes. They keep the community going.

Now they need your help.

Your dollars spent in local businesses have three times the impact on your

community as dollars spent at national chains.

A multitude of local businesses, each selecting products based not on a national
sales plan but on their own interests and the needs of their local customers, guarantees

a much broader range of product choices.

This season and for 2013, when your family is thinking about where

to spend money, think of the local families you are sustaining. Your 5 JPPORT YOUR. | i..'K'.'M FCONOMY
dollars stay here in the community, which enable businesses to pay ’
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the rent, pay theiremployees (many of them your family members) and
stay in business.
Sometimes shopping on the internet or buying from big na-
tional chain stores results in a less expensive price, but for a few
cents more you will be contributing to a wall of strength against
tough times.
Locally-owned businesses need you and are counting on you to
spend with them. And when you think of buying a new car or new house - and
this is a great time to be a buyer - let our area be the leader to show others how a
community can come together and make a real difference.

If everyone reading this makes a commitment to shop local and patronize, as
much as possible, the local businesses, then we will take control of our economy.
_ " The way out of a recession is through spending - keeping our local businesses
strong so they can keep paying salaries and keep the economy flowing.
America, Texas,and our community is only as strong as we want

it to be. It all begins and ends with you - our local consumer.
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Annunciation Orthodox School

Gives Back for Thanksgiving

On Thursday,
November 15,the
Annunciation Or-
thodox School
(AOS) partici-
pated in their an-
nual Thanksgiv-
ing Food Offer-
ing. Students
were asked to
bring a bag of
non-perishable
food to school to
share with those
in need. The do-
nations  were
given to Gulf
Coast Commu-
nity Service As-
sociation and

Farias  Early Chapel Buddies Bronwyn Walsh (7th
Childhood Cen- drade) and Harper Rives (Kindergarten) .

ter. During morn-

ing Chapel services at the Annunciation Greek Orthodox
Cathedral, students brought one item to place at the altar
as part of the donation blessing. With the holiday season
upon us, AOS encourages participation in outreach and
service programs as they help to build character, instill
resp0n51b111ty and develop compassion in our students.

Winning Bookmark Artists (I-r): back row-Jacob Arango 3rd
grade, Maria Appleton Figueira 5th grade, Eleanor Phipps
4th grade; front row-Momoe Honjo 1st, Gyzelle Tobon 1st, &
Clara Gronfor 2nd; Not pictured: Alessandra Femnandez K &
Sanaa Mia 3rd.. Photo by Debbie Shaw

Poe’s All Star Book Fair

Poe Elementary’s Annual Book Fair was the week of
November 12. The theme of the Book Fair this year was
“Every Reader is a Star”! Gearing up for the Book Fair
a few weeks earlier, many Poe students proudly created
bookmarks and submitted their designs to be chosen as
the winning bookmark, one design for each grade level.
Finalists were selected by the Book Fair Co-Chairs, Janet
McMasters and Cathy Klaff, and the Poe teachers then
voted for their favorite entries for each grade. Winners
received a $10 gift certificate to use at Poe's book fair as
well as a bookmark with their personal design.

Locally-Owned and Invested in Our Communities for Over a Quarter Century

Serving West University, Southampton, Southgate, Southside Place, River Oaks,
The Upper Kirby District, The Medical Center, Braeswood Place, Boulevard Oaks,
Linkwood, Woodside, Old Braeswood, Morningside Place and Sunset Terrace

Subscribe to Our E-Edition at www.village-southwest-news.com

Miles: Stadium Park District Won’t Happen
In Next Legislative Session

ByKathleenBallanfant

Proponents of a Stadium
Park Management District
ran into a buzz saw of public
disapproval last week and
found themselves out on a
limb as the buzz saw cut them
off.

A meeting room at
Linkwood Park was packed
Thursday night with resi-
dents — and some business
owners-from throughout the
Braeswood
SuperNeighborhood area, a
vociferous group who let

their elected officials know
they were not ready for an-
other layer of government.
And while elected offi-
cials assured them that resi-
dential property would not
be "assessed" or "taxed" to
pay for the proposed district,
attendees were unconvinced
that their wallets would not
be tapped in the future. Many
also said that plans for the
district has been formulated
without theirknowledge,and
if a letter had not been sent
out (required by law) telling

Poor Farm Ditch
Proposal Delayed

ByBenBallanfant

Southside heard from their
drainage expert last week,
Mike Vandewater with KV
Engineering, who informed
them that due to some reor-
ganization at the Harris
County Flood Control Dis-
trict discussion has slowed
onthe Poor Farm Ditch drain-
age project.

Southside Place represen-
tatives continue to work to-
wards their preferred plans
and getting HCFCD to move
ahead with it to improve the
drainage situation for
Southside. One of the hurdles
is acquiring mitigation for
the improvements.

Vandewater is meeting with
the new project manager for
HCFCD to make sure they
are up to speed on the PFD
project.

Southside City Council
appointed members to the
Citizens Park Advisory
Board, a new board to work
with the also new city parks
department. Andy Chan,
Judy Stanley, Daryl Hoover,
and Jeremy Monthy will re-
port and recommend im-
provements and special
projects in an advisory role.

In related news the city
will have the Winter Won-
derland Carnival on Decem-

See Southside page 16

Enter Our

them that a bill establishing
the district would be intro-
duced in the 2013 Texas leg-
islative session, they would
have been blindsided by the
whole effort.

The district was con-
ceived by Houston City
Councilman Larry Green as
an effort to revitalize the
South Main corridor near
Reliant Stadium. He says
he's watched other manage-
ment districts doing good
work to increase security,
clean up the streets, erase
graffiti and more, and he be-
lieves amanagement district
in the area surrounding Reli-

Holiday
Coloring
Contest!

It’s time for area
youngsters to get
out theircrayons; -

ant Stadium would provide
the impetus for business in-
vestment in the area and eco-
nomic development.

"Wehave pawn shops and
motels," Greensays. "I think
we can do better."

The proposed district
would include an area of 6.6
square miles centered on
Buffalo Speedway and In-
terstate 610 South, and situ-
ated between the Greater
Southeast, the Five Corners
and the Brays Oaks Manage-
ment Districts.

On paper, the gerryman-
dered boundaries resemble

See District page 13
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turn on their imaginations in order to win the chance to turn
on the holiday lights at Holiday Magic in Rice Village!
Each year, Village News sponsors the contest to determine
who the lucky winner will be. The Grand Prize winner gets
to flip the switch officially lighting the Village Christmas
tree!

Winners in each category are presented prizes at the
ceremony, and contest entrants have their masterpieces on
display. Children can enter the contest by coloring the
entry form in today’s Village News on page 8.
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LAWN & LANDSCAPING

LEGAL NOTICES

Continued from page 11

Commercial & Residential *

BEi

* ENCORE LANDSCAPES
“Service With Integrity”

{ Ask about our Seasonal Discount
Excellent References « ServiceMagic.com Five-Star-Rated Contractor

713.660.9974

License No5900. Www.encorelandscapes.com

Y

CREATVE - CONTOURS
LANDSCAPING CO.

Landscape

Sprinkler Systems
& Repair

Russell Budmck
Grad

Texas A

832-722- 0130
713-723-9318

Underground Drainage Systems
Design & Installation Soil pH Testing
Brick, Brick Paver, & Stone Patios
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-
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Peter’s Landscaping

Complete Landscaping & Tree Service
Commercial & Residential
Lawn Maintenance * Drainage
Sprinkler System Installation & Repair
Free Estimates < Fully Insured
Cell 713-875-7580
Off. 281-497-1088

) ,e % Pruning  Stump Grinding
# Landscaping
Doug Webb: Arborist

713-545-7436 3

Organic & Sustainable

LEGAL NOTICE

‘02 Toyota/Camry
VIN# 4T1BE32K72U001986
$419.85
‘08 Ford/Taurus
VIN# 1FMDKO02W88GA29824
$354.90

May be seen at Ronda Lane
Auto Storage, 9421 Ronda
Lane, Houston, Tx. 77074.

25/25

In...
Village New

Watch Your
| [Business Grow!

Southwest Ney

S

Free Estimates!
Female Owned & Operated
Honest, Professional and Fair

713-426-0649

www.leyendeckerlandscape.com

!‘ﬂdl.‘:kc! |landsco,

Free Estimates. References
HARRY'S LAWN J.R.RAMIREZ
& GARDEN Landscape & Maintenance
1 " Tree Trimming * Flower Bed Desi{
Residential/Commercial * Since 1988 . g * Hlov ign
« Manicured Lawns « Shrub Trimming Sprinkler Installation & Repair
« Landscaping «Tree Trimming Drainage System « Patio Flagstone
« Chemical Applications  + Power Washing
Harry Yianitsas 281-499-9690 832"541'0770

dl-l—l

| MASONRY

J.Q. BRICK REPAIRS
Restoration Services

MOSQUITO
CONTROL

« BriekiCrack Repair MosquitoMax-
* Mortar Match misting systems

« Leaning Walls/Columns Repair » Maintenance

« Fireplace & Chimney Event Treatments « Installation
« Brick Pavers & Glass Block &  281.579.2525

* Tile & Stone, Stucco & CMU BB www.mosquitomax.com

832-640-1261 &
Free Estimates 388

S

HWEST

Vil IS
[ PAINTING & WALLCOVERING |

Pete’s Quality

PAINTING

Exterior * Interior
Pressure Washing * Sheetrock Repair
References * Pete Guzman, Il
713-921-3916
832-372-5577
petesqualitypainting @yahoo.com

JLP PAINTING CO.

Family Owned & Operated
Serving local community for over 30 yrs.
Interior & Exterior Painting

General Repairs & C: Y
Hardi Plank Siding Specialist
Power Washing « Sheetrock/Texture

JOHnny’ S
Painting & Sheetrock Repairs

Pressure Washing
Interior/Exterior Painting
Residential/Commercial

713-384-8919 Johnny

OO0

Joseph Bebok

Window & Door Replacement Pain tll’l
281-578-1124 g
www.jlppainting.com Interior/Exterior Painting
We accept major credit cards. Sheetrock Repair
Wall Covering
rrrrrrr T rTeT Cleaimégr}(;%?ﬁgirs}:onal
RDD’S Veteran

Interior, Exterior Painting, Wallpaper,
Sheetrock, Carpentry Repairs & more.
Small jobs welcomed. Free estimates.

(713) 729-2585

(281) 686-2315

35 Years Experience
Free Estimates, References
713-780-8746
Cell 832-866-4722
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an aardvark about to take
abite outof Westbury. That's

sentout last week from David
Hawes, whose firm

for that purpose after receipt
of required petitions.”

increase security. He also
named several large medical

"trust" what was going on.
It was Miles who ulti-

crowd. "It will not come up
this session."

because, Green says, Fred
Meyer,owner of Meyer Park
and a board member of the
Brays Oaks Management
District, wanted his South
Post Oak property included.
That meant connecting the
Reliant Stadium area to
Meyer Park via a "neck"
along South Braeswood.
Green held a series of
meetings with constituents
shortly after taking office in
January, and he told them he
wanted to do something to
stimulate redevelopment in
the South Main area. While
residents apparently "heard"
his desire, it was not clear to
many that he wanted to es-
tablish a management dis-
trict. In the intervening
months, Green says he met
with various commercial
property owners and profes-
sionals who would do the
paperwork to legally estab-
lish such an entity. Those
efforts culminated in a letter

HawesHillCalderon has
done the legwork to create
management districts in
Montrose, Spring Branch,
Brays Oaks and other areas.
Hawes said the letter was
sent to every residential and
commercial property owner
within the proposed bound-
aries of the Stadium Park
District. Phone lines started
to buzz and emails whizzed
through cyberspace once the
letter landed in mailboxes.
The verbiage which set
off the fireworks included
this provision: “The District
will have the power to levy
ad valorem taxes and to im-
pose and levy assessments
on property withinits bound-
aries, to impose and collect
other revenues for its public
purposes, and to issue bonds
and other obligations that are
secured by such ad valorem
taxes if such bonds are ap-
proved by the voters of the
District at elections called

Hawes, Green and State
Rep. Borris Miles were the
main speakers at Thursday's
meeting, which was offi-
cially a meeting of the Braes
SuperNeighborhood. Both
Hawes and Green offered
theirmea culpas to the clearly
unhappy crowd. However
Miles, whoresidents say they
were told would sponsor the
legislation (along with State
Sen. Rodney Ellis), said he
knew nothing of the project
until the day before. Ellis
was not at the meeting.

Miles was not pleased that
his name had been invoked
as supporting the project. "I
justfound out about this yes-
terday," he said. " A neighbor
brought it to me." Neither
Hawes nor Green disputed
Miles’ statement that Miles
had not been informed.

Green said residential ar-
eas were included in the
boundaries to  give
homeowners an option to

entities, such as the Women's
Hospital, who had been left
out of the boundaries at their
request. He said the Texans
football organization was
interested in the concept, but
the property they occupy is
owned by the county and so
exempt from the assessment.

Order was difficult to
maintain in the meeting, with
multiple comments loudly
delivered simultaneously.
Attendees told elected offi-
cials "no" in no uncertain
terms: "To me it appears
dishonest," one woman said;
"This idea did notcome from
the residents," said another;
"I want my house out of the
district," from yet another.
Many spoke of their distrust
concerning future taxation on
their homes; a small busi-
ness property owner included
in another management dis-
trict complained of frustra-
tion about its leadership;
many said they simply didn't

mately brought the meeting
to a close by declaring he
would not sponsor a bill in
January establishing the dis-

He left the door open for
furtherexplorationof theidea,
saying thatifhe was convinced
thatresidents wanted the man-

trict. "I am making the ex-
ecutive decision that this will
go on the table," he told the

agementdistrict,itcouldcome
up in the legislative session
two years away.

Join the Fun!

St. Vincent de Paul School PTO is hosting their annual
Breakfast with Santa. It will take place in the Msgr. Jamail
Parish Family Center from 8:30-11:30 a.m. on Saturday,
Dec. 1. The theme this yearis "12 Days of Christmas." Enjoy
a pancake breakfast and breakfast tacos, as well as photos
with Santa, performances by the SVdP school choir, a

fantastic holiday shopping market

This year, each
|[VVVVVVVVVVVYVVYV]
WITH SANTA :
that will decorate

class decorated a
tables and be up for auction at the end of the event. Join the

and numerous crafts for the
A 2y
mini-tree skirt and
signedit. These will
fun musical celebration and get in the holiday spirit! Walk-
ins welcome with an admission fee of $35 for a family of 5,

kids to enjoy.
BREAKIAST
106060606666666666606)
go around mini trees
$5 each additional immediate family member.



